








The story of SAGA

Over a decade of German immersion

SAGA was founded as a small German immersion
preschool a decade ago, and began offering elementary
classes in 2010. Since our founding, we have grown from
enrolling just two dozen students to a current 125, and
in 2017 we will welcome our first class of fifth-graders,
becoming a full-fledged private non-profit elementary
school.

Ourschool hashad several homesovertheyears,including
the University Heights Community Center and the John
Marshall Elementary building. Our current location,
where we hope to remain, is a retired church building in
the Greenwood neighborhood of Seattle. Our staff has
also grown, and now includes an operations director as
well as heads of elementary and preschool education.

Inspiring diverse learners

We foster a vibrant community grounded in German-
speaking culture, but we welcome students from all
different backgrounds and cultures as we enhance our
students’ growing understanding of the benefits of
diversity. By participating in a dual language program,
children have the opportunity to develop a greater
understanding of the world around them in an
unparalleled way.

Preschool Education

Our Preschool and Pre-K programs allow children to enjoy
the fun of preschool in a German-speaking environment.
Our teachers are native German speakers and engage the
children solely ‘auf Deutsch. Through repetition, routine,
and songs, children begin putting words and phrases
together. By the time they are four, most of our students
play easily with each other in German and do not think
twice about the fact that they are operating in two
languages.

“The school is so much more
than just a’ German immersion
school. SACA feels like an
extension of our family and is
such a creative, healthy, loving,
caring, fun and motivating place
for my daughter ... knowing my
daughter s in such good care
puts me at ease and seeing her
smile and excitement for the
school and her teachers every day
is priceless.”

Die Geschichte der SAGA

Uber ein Jahrzehnt deutscher Immersion

Die SACA wurde vor einem Jahrzehnt als kleine deutsche
Immersions-Vorschule gegriindet, die im Jahr 2010 begonnen hat,
auch Grundschulklassen anzubieten. Seitder Griindung sind unsere
Schiilerzahlenvon damals zwei Dutzend auf heute 125 angestiegen.
Im Jahr 2017 kénnen wir zum ersten Mal Flinftklassler begriifien,
wodurch wir uns zu einer vollwertigen gemeinnlitzigen privaten
Crundschule weiterentwickeln.

Mehrere Standorte nannten wir tber die Jahre unser Zuhause,
darunter das University Heights Community Center und das
John Marshall Elementary-Gebaude. Aktuell sind wir in einem
ehemaligen Kirchengebdude in Greenwood, einem Viertel
Seattles, zu finden und hoffen, dort auch bleiben zu kénnen.
Angewachsen ist auch unser Lehrerkollegium, so dass wir jetzt eine
Verwaltungsdirektorin sowie eine Grundschul-und Vorschulleitung
vorweisen konnen.

Lernende mit unterschiedlichstem Hintergrund

Wir pflegen eine lebhafte Gemeinde, die auf der deutschsprachigen
Kultur beruht, heifRen jedoch Schiiler aller Bildungsschichten
und Kulturen willkommen. So konnen wir das zunehmende
Verstandnis unserer Schiiler flr die Vorzlige der Vielfalt starken.
Durch den Besuch eines bilingualen Zweigs wird es den Kindern in
unvergleichlicher Weise erméglicht, ihr Umfeld besser zu verstehen.

Vorschulerziehung

Unsere Vorschule und die Pre-K-Programme ermoglichen, dass
Kinder den Spafd einer Vorschule in einem deutschsprachigen
Umfeld erleben. Unsere Lehrer sind deutsche Muttersprachler und
kommunizieren mit dem Kind ausschliefdlich auf Deutsch. Durch
Wiederholung, Routine und Lieder lernen die Kinder allmahlich,
Worter und Ausdricke zusammenzuftigen. Mit vier Jahren kdnnen
die meisten unserer Schiiler problemlos mit anderen auf Deutsch
spielen, und sie denken nicht weiter darliber nach, dass sie zwei
Sprachen benutzen.



The number one goal of preschool is social development.
Children learn about themselves, their family and how to
relate with their friends. They also learn independence
with classroom responsibilities and self-help like washing
hands or putting on boots and coats for daily time on the
“Spielplatz” (playground).

Elementary education

Our Grundschule, a certified, non-profit private elementary
school, continues with the German immersion model,
working towards full literacy and truly bilingual students.
The Kindergarten year is the first year of formal school
when children learn to read, write, and begin core
subjects of math, “Sachkunde,” art, music, and PE. Spoken
and written English is also part of our regular curriculum.

Ourteaching philosophy is that students learn best when
challenged at the level appropriate to their individual
needs. We have worked hard to develop a curriculum that
is both rigorous and flexible. We merge the best practices
of early childhood education from Cerman-speaking
countries with a curriculum meeting Washington State
Standards. Our curriculum content prepares children to
transfer at a future date into either the German or the
American school system.

Fostering a German-speaking community

The SAGCA School is dedicated to celebrating Cerman-
language culture and traditions alongside the larger
German-speaking community in the Seattle area. We
host many yearly events, such as Oktoberfest, St. Martin's
Day (Laternenfest), Kinderfasching, and a Flohmarkt
We involve community members through volunteer
opportunitiesand our Board of Directors. SAGA also offers
academic afterschool, enrichment, and music programs
as well as Spring and Summer Camps.

“Though we are English-speaking
at home, this has not hampered
our boys development in German
acquisition. Itisagreatjoyto...
hear them switch back and forth
between languages so fluidly.

As well as being fluently bilingual,

our children are growing up
with a more complete and open
perspective onthe world.”

Das oberste Ziel der Vorschule ist die soziale Entwicklung. Kinder
erfahren etwas Uber sich selbst, ihre Familien und dartber,
wie man Beziehungen zu Freunden aufbaut Anhand von
Klassenzimmer- und Selbsthilfe-Aufgaben, wie beispielsweise
Handewaschen oder das Anziehen von Stiefeln und Manteln fiir
die tagliche Auszeit auf dem Spielplatz (playground), lernen sie
ebenfalls Selbststandigkeit.

Grundschulbildung

Unsere Crundschule, eine gepriifte gemeinnlitzige private
Crundschule (Elementary School), setzt das deutsche
Immersionsmodell fort und arbeitet auf eine vollstindige Lese-
und Schreibfahigkeit sowie auf wirklich zweisprachige Schiiler
hin. Das Kindergarten-Jahr ist das erste Jahr der formalen
Schulbildung, in dem die Kinder lesen und schreiben lernen und
mit den Kernfachern Mathematik, Sachkunde, Kunst, Musik und
Sport beginnen. Auch die englische Sprache in Wort und Schrift
ist Teil unseres normalen Lehrplans.

Wirvertreten die Lehrphilosophie, dass Schiileram besten lernen,
wenn sie ihrem individuellen Entwicklungsstand entsprechend
gefordert werden. Wir haben intensiv an der Entwicklung eines
Lehrplans gearbeitet, der gleichzeitig straff und flexibel ist. So
verbinden wir bewahrte Praktiken der friihkindlichen Erziehung
aus deutschsprachigen Lindern mit einem Lehrplan, der den
Standards des Bundesstaates Washington entspricht. Die
Lehrinhalte bereiten die Kinder darauf vor, zu einem zukiinftigen
Zeitpunkt entweder in das deutsche oder das amerikanische
Schulsystem zu wechseln.

Forderung einer deutschsprachigen Gemeinschaft

Die SAGCA School hat es sich zum Ziel gesetzt, die deutsche
Kultur und die Traditionen gemeinsam mit der groferen
deutschsprachigen Gemeinde im Raum Seattle zu leben. Wir
richten zahlreiche jahrliche Veranstaltungen aus, wie z. B. das
Oktoberfest, den St-Martins-Tag (Laternenfest), Kinderfasching
und einen Flohmarkt. Dabei beziehen wir Gemeindemitglieder
auf freiwilliger Basis sowie unseren Verwaltungsrat ein. Die
SAGA bietet dartiber hinaus Nachmittags-, Enrichment- und
Musikprogramme sowie ein Friihlings-und Sommerlager an.



SAGA by the Numbers

Revenue and Expenses, 2015-16 School Year

$803,32]
Revenue :

Expenses

Other

$15,120

Facility Rental
$18795
Fundraising 1 |
$73338 1 ¢

Tuition o

Wages and Benefits
$538,640 : |
Operational Costs !
$198,592 ;

Facility Costs
$141,333

Enrollment Growth, 2010-2017

25 50 75 100

2010-11 57students

2016-17 125students

Financial Aid

The SACA School Board of Directors is
committed to making our school's educational
experience accessible to families who might
otherwise not be able to afford our tuition.
Financial Aid is currently offered to families in
SAGASs daytime programs, and is awarded on the
basis of demonstrated financial need.
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Donors and volunteers
make it all possible

Our tuition rates reflect our commitment to make the
SAGA School an affordable option for families seeking
an immersion education experience. This means that
fundraising is an integral part of our financial planning.
We are thankful that the SAGA School community
stands behind us, showing strong support with a 98%
participation ratein last year's fundraising drive.

Lastyear we were also able to purchase a new rug
forour preschool classroom thanks to the generous
support of our community.

The SAGA School would not be whatitis without Annua_]_ Fund

our dedicated volunteers. From board members to
morning crossing guards, we thank them for
helping to make ourschool avibrantand
nurturing place for families.

Every year the SAGA School has a matching
fundraising drive that helps bridge the gap between
our affordable tuition rates and the cost of providing
atop-notch education to our kids. Last year we were
able to use part of the raised money as an inaugural
investmentin an upcoming Capital Campaign to
complete the purchase of our Greenwood building.

Capital Campaign

The lease agreement negotiated with the current
building ownerincluded an option to purchase. With
our school poised to grow to up to 180 full-time
students and over100 after-school students in the next
5years, our need for a permanent home is greater than
ever.

The SAGA Community seeks to purchase our current
building by April 2018 and we will be relying on the
help and expertise of our community members in this
endeaver, as well as the ongoing maintenance of our
safe and inviting school environment.




Staff and Faculty

Director of Operations
Anjanette Gonzales
Office Assistant
Angela Hellermann

Director of Elementary Education
Dr. Angrid-Kathrin Henning
Director of Preschool Education/

Playgroup, Faustlos, Music & Movement Teacher

Anita Dunlap

Preschool Head Teachers

Silvia Phillips and Jutta Effler
Preschool Teacher Assistants
Janet Scholz and Nora Stone
PreK Head Teacher

Dorit Goodwin

PreK Teacher Assistants

Lina Hanks and Semira Macias

Kindergarten Teacher, Art Teacher

Anja Blesch

1st Grade Teacher, Sports Teacher

Judith Menke

Second Grade Teacher

Verena Smykatz-Kloss

Third/Fourth Grade Teacher, Music Teacher
Friederike Dietz

Elementary English Teacher

Brigitte Johmann

COOP Care Scheduler
Katharina O'Brien

SEATTLE AREA GERMAN AMERICAN SCHOOL

SAGA School Board

President
Elke Robshaw
Vice President
Michelle Tolman
Secretary
James Danielson
Treasurer
Mimi Hoover
Additional board members
Barbara Curran-Steiner
Melissa Goss-Jentz
Teni Leist
Sarah Lill
Shannon Monroe

The SAGA School
11010 Greenwood Ave N
Seattle, WA 98133
Phone:206-442-2023
info@sagaschool.org

©2016 The Seattle Area German American School

If you are willing to give support or to advise
SAGA with the building purchase,

please contact Teni Leist
teni.leist@sagaschool.org

If you have any questions or would like additional
information about fundraising at the SAGA
School, please contact Barbara Curran-Steiner
barbara.curran@sagaschool.org.

The SAGA School is a 501¢-3 nonprofit
organization and all donations are tax deductible
(SAGA Tax ID: 20-2607873).



